{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f2\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f3\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f4\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f5\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f6\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f7\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 France had been excluded by me express terms 01 the Treaty of Paris. This demand was allowed on January 4th, and the dispute began almost from this time to slacken in intensity. It had already been settled by a compromise, when the ground itself upon which Talleyrand had built so ambitious a fabric moved away from under it by the return of Napoleon from Elba and the flight of the Bourbons. Stein was active throughout this phase of the Congress, but did not play any leading part. His opposition to Alexander's plans had been outspoken enough in October to chill their friendship for a time, and something like a reconciliation between Alexander and Stein had to follow the renewal of the Alliance between the two Governments. Prince Czartoryski informed Stein about the middle of November that the Emperor was hurt by his re\-serve and invited him to make new advances. An interview followed, of which the following account is given as coming from Stein himself. The Em\-peror was found somewhat unwell, and lying on a sofa:}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 He received me in a very friendly manner, and began to speak of the general condition of affairs. He said Metternich wanted to introduce a universal confusion, and this seemed also .to be the intention of the English, while the Emperor Francis showed confidence and friendly feeling. I remarked in answer, that I did not think the English wanted war, their taxation being so heavy and needing to be lightened. The points now in question seemed rather punctilios than important for Russia or Austria. . Krakau was no doubt important to the latter, but}\par }